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ABSTRACT 


TETRACYCLIC DERIVATIVgS, PRQCgSS np PREPARATinM AKin iice 

A compound of formula (I) 



(I) 


and salts and solvates thereof, in which: 

RO represents hydrogen, halogen or C^^ alkyl; 

R1 represents hydrogen. Ci^alkyl. C«alkenyl. 0,^ alkynyl. haloCi^alkyl. C3. 
S^cloalkyl. C3^cycloalkylCi.3alkyI. arylCLsalkyl or heteroarylCi.aalkyI; 
R2 represents an optionally substituted monocyclic aromatic ring selected from 
benzene, thiophene. furan and pyridine or an optionally substituted bicyclic ring 


03 


attached to the rest of the molecule via one of the benzene ring 
carbon atoms and wherein the fused ring A is a 5- or S^embered ring which 
may be saturated or partially or fully unsaturated and comprises carbon atoms 
and optionally one or two heteroatoms selected from oxygen, sulphur and 
nitrogen; and 

R' represents hydrogen or C,., alkyl. or and R' together represent a 3- or 4- 
membered alkyl or alkenyl chain. 

A compound of fomiula (I) is a potent and selective inhibitor of cyclic guanosine 
3'. 5'-monophosphate specific phosphodiesterase (cGMP specific PDE) having 
a utility in a variety of therapeutic areas where such inhibiUon is benefidal 
including the treatment of cardiovascular disorders. 
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